
September Sunday School Unit: 



Judgment & Exile- Challenged to Change.

Week of 9/1/02:  Repentance & Renewal

2 Chronicles 30:1-12

Week of 9/8/02:  God Restores A Sinner

2 Chronicles 33:1-13

Soaring As Singles Adult Bible Fellowship


Instructor: L’Tanya White

I.   LESSON AIM: By the end of this unit which deals with repentance, spiritual reform & revival you will be able to understand that:

· Personal spiritual renewal must begin with obedience to God.

· In spite of your sins, God will forgive & restore you when you TRULY repent because your sins affect not only yourself, but also they affect many others.

· Since God’s love is related to His justice & righteousness you should be led to stop acts that offend the love of God.

· There are steps you must take as you seek to move from the possibility of judgment to restoration.

· Prophetic warnings against sinful practices are a God given chance for repentance.  You should vow to practice repentance in the presence of God.

II. INTRODUCTION

During this unit, all of the lessons will deal with the historical period of the Bible beginning with the reign of King Hezekiah and ending with the fall of Jerusalem.  Throughout this period, God’s people continuously struggled between sin & consistent obedience to God’s commandments.  Most of the leaders at this time period were evil & quickly led the people into sinful lifestyles.  However, there were some Godly kings & prophets who repeatedly cried out for God’s people to renew a right relationship and give the Lord true worship by the way they lived. (Romans 12:1-2, John 4:23-24, Ephesians 5:1-20)

   III.   WEEK OF 9/1/02:  REPENTANCE & RENEWAL – 

           2 CHRONICLES 30:1-12

A. New words to understand:
1) apostasy:  when a Christian believer is falling away from the faith because of a determined & willful rejection of Christ & His teachings.

2) reform:  the process of establishing new order.
3) repent/repentance:  a change of mind, heart or feelings of remorse for past sinful conduct that results in turning away from sin & turning back to God.
4) restoration: when unholiness or tension is removed in order to build a new relationship with God or another person. 
B. Background:
Throughout this time period, Judah’s kings & people wavered between obedience to God & participating in apostasy.  Whoever was in leadership determined the spiritual climate of the nation.  

This unit deals with 5 kings who were apart of David’s Dynasty which the Lord promised had promised to David in 2 Samuel 7:16.  (See a description chart of the 5 kings who reigned during this time on next page.)

C. Points to remember about lesson:
· There is a process that must be followed in order for an effective spiritual revival to begin in:
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· During  his reign, Hezekiah had an urgent & enthusiastic mission to get the people to return & obey God.

· Hezekiah was one of Judah’s most outstanding kings because he was committed to following God’s commandments, reviving true worship & restoring the people to God’s favor.

· Hezekiah was so influential because he not only talked the talk, but he walked the walk!!!! ( Matthew 3:8, Ephesians 4:1)
D. Life Application:
· As in Hezekiah’s day, God is still calling His people to repentance, restoration & spiritual revival.

	KING’S

NAME 
	AGE                      THEY BEGAN THEIR REIGN
	TOTAL YEARS OF REIGN
	SCRIPTURE

REFERENCE
	TYPE OF LEADER THEY WERE
	SCRIPTURE

REFERENCE
	WHAT THINGS TOOK PLACE UNDER THEIR LEADERSHIP

	Ahaz
	20 years old
	16
	2 Chronicles chapter 28
	Evil
	2 Chronicles 28:1-2
	Promoted idol worship; sacrificed his own sons to idol gods.

	Hezekiah

(son of Ahaz)
	25 years old
	29
	2 Chronicles chapters 29-32
	Godly
	2 Kings 18:5-6
	Promoted civil & religious reforms; was committed to following God’s laws, reviving true worship & restoring God’s people.

	Manasseh (son of Hezekiah)
	12 years old (co-reigned with Hezekiah until he was 25 years old; gained sole control at 25 when Hezekiah died.)
	55
	2 Chronicles chapter 33
	Evil, but repented 
	2 Chronicles 33:2 &12-13
	Reverted back to all of the idol worship that his grandfather promoted;  practiced sorcery, divination; But he repented of all of his signs when he was captured by the Assyrian army

	Amon (son of Manasseh)
	22 years old.
	2
	2 Kings 21:18-26; 2 Chronicles 33:20-25
	Evil
	2 Chronicles 33:22-23
	Promoted idol worship; was assassinated by his servants.

	Josiah (son of Amon)
	8 years old
	31
	2 Chronicles 33:25-35:27
	Godly
	2 Kings 23:24-25; 2 Chronicles 33:2-3
	Renewed the covenant of obedience with God; intensively campaigned against idolatry so that true worship unto to God alone could be restored.


·  Spiritual revival will only happen as you vow to be totally committed to God---mind, body, heart & spirit. (Deuteronomy 11:16-18,Romans 12:1-2, Psalm 51:10, Ezekiel 36:25-27) 


· A Godly leader, like Hezekiah always:

SEEKS  the will of God.

STANDS on the word of God.

SANCTIFIES themselves unto the daily worship of God.

(Titus 1:5-16, 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8, 1 Timothy 4:1-16)
E. Activity: Write the Lord a prayer that includes you asking for: His forgiveness of a specific sin, promising true repentance & seeking His guidance for a spiritual renewal. (When you feel weak in the area of sin you have mentioned, read this prayer to refocus.)____________________________________________

____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IV.  WEEK OF 9/8/02: GOD RESTORES A SINNER-2 CHRONICLES 33:1-13

A.  New words to understand:

1) chasten: an act of punishment intended to change behavior in 

    order to lead a person to repentance.

2) divination: contacting supernatural powers in order to determine

     questions hidden to humans & usually involving the future.

3) sorcery: using power gained from evil spirits.

B.  Points to remember about lesson:

· “Manasseh” means one who makes to forget.  His name gives us an idea to how he led Judah because he forgot God’s laws & didn’t enforce them.

· Despite Godly parents, (Hezekiah was his father), Manasseh chose to forget God & revert back to idol worship.

· Manasseh defiled God’s temple by placing: alters of idol images, astrologers, and wizards in the temple.  He also participated in child sacrifice.  

· Manasseh practiced divination, witchcraft & sorcery.  These acts were strictly forbidden by God.  (Leviticus 19:31, Deuteronomy 18:9-13)
Read the “In-depth” portion of the lesson in the Sunday School book on pages 13-15 for more clarity of Manasseh’s reign
· Although Manasseh was considered one of Judah’s evilest kings, when he was in a very difficult situation he had sense enough to pray to God for help & forgiveness.  And God instantly forgave Manasseh & began the restoration process!!!!
C. Life Application: 

· When you continuously rebel against God & ignore His infinite warnings, God must chasten you in order to get you back in to His 

     will.  The Lord chastens you because He loves you.

(Hebrew 12:4-11)
· No matter how rebellious & defiant you may become , the Lord promises in His Word that “EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW & EVERY TONGUE CONFESS THAT JESUS IS LORD!!” 
(Philippians 2:10-11)

· Even when you think you or somebody else is hard to love, God never stops showing His love matter what has been done or how deep the sin is.  
· God is always ready & willing to forgive you, but you prolong experiencing His forgiveness because you are unwilling to repent.
· As Pastor Kevin Cosby stated in his sermon How to Raise Your Children without Raising Your Blood Pressure:
Nature forgives you NEVER.

People forgive you SOMETIMES.

But God forgives you ALWAYS!!! (Psalm 130:1-8, 1 John 1:9)

Listen to an excerpt from the tape entitled How to Love the Hard to Love by Pastor Kevin Cosby. 

D.  Activity: Manasseh was one of Judah’s evilest kings.  But before you judge him, let’s examine your life. Answer the below questions honestly to see if you have been setting idols & worshipping them as Manasseh did.  

1) Place a check in front of all of the idols that you are worshipping in your life.  Remember, an idol is ANYTHING that takes any of your attention away from an intimate relationship with God, His commandments & His purpose for your life.



____ job

___ T.V.

___worry

___ food



____ school

___ money

___gossip

___family



____ home

___ sex

___fame

___friend



____ church
____ man/woman
___sickness

____other:

         activities/

you are 
(when it is always
_________

         ministries

trying to
  used as an excuse
_________




date

  not to do what
_________




  

  God has told you 
_________







  to do.)

_________



2) Has God continuously sent you warnings about something that you 



    were doing that was not good for you? ____________ How did the  



    Lord warn you? _____________________________________



    _________________________________________________



    _________________________________________________

How far must God go in order to really get you to repent and ask Him for forgiveness?  Do not ignore God’s warnings any longer.  God is waiting for you to repent, so that He can restore & so that you can experience the abundant life that He want you to have.  (1 Peter 3:9, John 10:10)

V.   WEEK OF 9/15/02: PRESENT & FUTURE -ZEPHANIAH 1:12, 

      3:1-5, 3:11-13

A. New words to understand:
1) prophet: a person called by God to communicate special messages from God, which indicate the Divine will for mankind on earth & heaven.
2) remnant: the people that remain faithful to God after a dreadful judgment or devastating calamity.
3) zealous: enthusiastic & diligent devotion; fervor.
B. Points to remember about the lesson:
· Zephaniah’s message to the people was that because of Judah’s stubborn refusal to obey, God would bring His wrathful; judgment.
· God’s judgment would be 3-fold & would involve purifying, purging & restoration.
· God never punishes people without infinite clear warnings.
· Many people in Judah professed to worship the one true God, yet they adopted many customs of their pagan neighbors & ignored God. (Romans 12:2)
· Judah sought a relationship with the false gods of the heathen just in case their God failed them. (1 Thessalonians: 4:1-8)
Read the “In-depth” section points 3 & 4 in the Sunday School book pages 19-20.

C. Life Application:

· Many times people are rebelling because they don’t believe in God’s power or His coming judgment.  (Romans 11:11-24)
· Every time you attempt to serve 2 Masters it always brings a very stern warning from our Lord. ( Matthew 6:24, Psalm 81:8-16)
· Sometimes we mix several things together to make it better (ex. ingredients to make a cake, people in a group to solve a problem, etc).  However, we can never make God better.  Nothing should ever be mixed with God’s Word or His commandments.  There is only 1 way – and that is God’s way through Jesus Christ.  (1 John 14:6, Matthew 7:13-14, Ecclesiastes 3:14)
· You are foolish when you try to fit God into your mold to make His plans & purposes conform to your life. (Isaiah 55:6-11)
· Whatever decisions/actions you choose to make today ALWAYS affects your future & the future of many other generations to come.     

D. Activity: Read & complete the “Make it Happen” section in the Sunday School book on page 21.
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